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Introduction
he  rst article in this series o  updates 

on the second generation urocodes 
explained the ob ecti es o  the 

urocodes e olution progra e and 
its status  ith a particular ocus on 
acti ities at a uropean le el1  his 
second article sets out the latest 
de elop ents  ith a ocus on national 
i ple entation in 

peci  call  this article describes 
the agreed co on uropean 
ra e ork or publication o  the 
second generation urocodes and 
outlines the s plans or publication 

ithin this ra e ork  including 
de elop ent and publication o  the  

ational nnexes  

European framework for 
publication and transition

erall responsibilit  or the urocodes 
resides ith  echnical o ittee 

    the uropean 
o ittee or tandardi ation  has  

ull ational tandardisation od  
 e bers  including the ritish 

tandards nstitution   
e bers are bound b   rules and 

all  standards  hereina ter indicated 
as s uropean tandards  are 
de eloped in accordance ith s 
nternal egulations2.

ter a ne  standard has been 
appro ed b  success ull  passing its 
or al ote  the  nternal 
egulations art  de  ne the ollo ing 

three ke  dates
|  Date of availability (DAV) – the 

date hen the de  niti e text o  an 
appro ed  is distributed to s 
b  

|  Date of publication (DoP) – the 
latest date b  hich an  has to 

parts a ailable to s  as 
earl  as possible

|  ensuring that su   cient ti e is 
a ailable bet een  and o

o  or the de elop ent o  
ational nnexes

|  ensuring that su   cient ti e is 
a ailable bet een  and o

o  to allo  or the ithdra al o  
an  confl icting national standards 
and to update supporting industr  
guidance aterial

picall  or  standards  the 
o  and o  are set auto aticall  

based on an elapse ti e post  
o e er  because the appro als o  

the second generation urocode 
parts ill occur o er a period o  around 
our ears  it as clear that this usual 
elapse ti e based approach could 
not satis   s agreed 
principles  peci  call  it ould ean 
that so e  rst generation urocodes 

ould need to be ithdra n be ore 
all second generation urocodes 
had been published  eaning that a 
ull  co patible suite o  standards 
ould not be a ailable at all ti es or 

use b  industr
 di  erent approach as re uired 

that  pro ided uropean consistenc  o  
 o  and o  satis  ed  
s agreed principles  and pro ided 

the fl exibilit  re uired to acco odate 
necessar  di  erences in national 
i ple entation approaches

o this end  s echnical oard 
agreed a special derogation or the 
second generation urocodes allo ing 
a single co on o  and o  to be 
set or all second generation urocode 
parts  his is si ilar in e  ect to the 

arch  o  date that as used 

be i ple ented at national le el b  
publication o  an identical national 
standard or b  endorse ent

|  Date of withdrawal (DoW) – the 
latest date b  hich national 
standards confl icting ith a ne   
ha e to be ithdra n

n the case o  the second generation 
urocodes  the eaning o  the o  
erits particular explanation  hile a 
o  is assigned to each second

generation urocode  the national 
standard confl icting ith a ne   in 
this case is the corresponding 
 rst generation urocode  hus  the 
o  or a second generation 
urocode is actuall  the latest date b  
hich the corresponding  rst

generation urocode ust be 
ithdra n b  all s

ith the urocodes operating as 
an interdependent suite o  standards  

  recognised the need or 
a coordinated ra e ork or the 
treat ent o  the o  and o  
across all second generation 

urocodes  iscussions at  
 also indicated that di  erent 

countries are likel  to take di  erent 
approaches to the transition and 
i ple entation o  the second
generation suite  dri en b  national 
regulations and industr  pre erence

  there ore agreed a set 
o  o erarching principles or the 
publication o  the second generation 

urocodes  to the extent that the  are 
under   control  including
|  ensuring a ull  co patible suite o  

standards is a ailable at all ti es or 
use b  industr  b  setting an 
appropriate o  and o

|  aking ne  and re ised urocode 

In an important update, Steve Denton, David Nethercot, Andrew Bond and Mariapia Angelino 
explain the timeframe for publication of the suite of second-generation Eurocodes, and provide 
clarit  o er the perio  in which fi rst  an  secon generation co es will co e ist.
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or all rst generation urocodes
he act that the o  and o  

de ne latest dates is i portant  etting 
a co on and consistent o  and 

o  across all second generation 
urocodes does not inhibit s ro  

i ple enting the  earlier  t pro ides 
each  ith the flexibilit  to adopt 
their chosen national strateg  such as 
a big bang  approach  package
based  transition  or selecti e earl  
i ple entation o  particular urocode 
parts  ithin the o erall ti e ra e 
established b  the o  and o  
backstop dates

hroughout the e olution o  the 
second generation urocodes  

  has de ned targets and is 
onitoring progress against a 

co prehensi e publication plan and 
tracking all stages o  the de elop ent 
process or each urocode part see 

enton and ngelino1  s a result  in 
   as able to set the 

target date o  ctober  to 
appro e  ia or al otes  the last 
second generation  parts de eloped 
under  andate 

er the past our ears
  has held r  to its 

o erall progra e  he rst
second generation urocode part 

 3  as appro ed ia 
or al ote in ctober  and 
ade a ailable to s in pril  

  re ains on track to 
achie e its ctober  nal or al 
ote deadline

 nal or al ote date o  ctober 
 corresponds to a nal  o  

arch    agreed that 
a suitable ini u  ti e bet een  
and o  is  onths and the ti e 
re uired bet een o  and o  is six 

onths  n this basis  the end o  
epte ber  and the end o  arch 

 ere agreed as the backstop  
o  and o  dates to be used or all 

second generation urocodes  or all 
urocode parts that gain appro al b  
or al ote be ore ctober  the 

ti e bet een  and o  ill be 
longer than  onths

s su arised in Figure 1  the 
ollo ing o erall publication ra e ork 
across urope as agreed and 
appro ed b  s echnical oard
| he de niti e text o  second

generation urocode parts in the 
o cial language ersions ill be 
distributed b   to s as soon 
as possible a ter or al ote and no 
later than  arch  

| ll second generation  
urocodes ill ha e a o  o  

epte ber 
| ll second generation  

urocodes ill ha e a o  o  
arch 

Publication and status in UK
n the  responsibilit  or the 
urocodes resides ith  

co ittees  co ering buildings 
and ci il engineering structures  and 

 co ering geotechnical design  
o assist ith the transition to the 

second generation urocodes and 
support and guide the strategic 
planning and deli er  o   urocodes 
pro ects   has created the urocode 

trategic teering roup 
 hich includes the hairs 

o   and 
 and  ha e agreed the 

approach to the publication o  the 
second generation urocodes in  
his approach ts ithin the agreed 
uropean ra e ork or publication 

and reflects  regulator  practice  
he approach is set out in the  
ational ore ord to each second

generation urocode part see  or 
exa ple  the ational ore ord to  

 3

picall  ational ore ords contain 
background and procedural 
in or ation that  hile i portant  has 
li ited direct i pact on the da to da  
usage o  a standard  his is not the 
case or the second generation 

urocodes  It is imperative that 
designers are familiar with and 
understand the UK National 

Forewords to the second-
generation Eurocodes
he  ational ore ord explains 

that the second generation  
urocodes are expected to be 

published in the  bet een  and 
 t continues b  explaining that 

the standards are being published b  
 as soon as possible a ter the  are 

ade a ailable b   to enable users 
to prepare or the transition ro  the 
rst generation to the second

generation  hus  the  is choosing 
to bring or ard the o  signi cantl  
ahead o  the uropean backstop date 
o   epte ber 

he o  is also gi en in the 
ational ore ord and this is set to the 
uropean backstop date  peci call  

the ational ore ord to each 
second generation urocode part ill 
state that the corresponding rst
generation urocode part ill be 

ithdra n at the end o  arch 
t as recognised that the period 

bet een publication o  a second
generation urocode part and the 

ithdra al o  the corresponding 
rst generation urocode ould 

e ecti el  create a period o  
coexistence  and there ore that there 
could be a risk o  con usion a ong 
designers about hether the rst
generation or second generation 

urocode part should be used
he  ational ore ord 

addresses this risk o  con usion  
t states clearl  that  until 30 March 

 t e fir t e er t o  

FIGURE 1:
Overall publication 
framework for 
second-generation 
Eurocodes
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Key
DAV = Date of availability
DoP = Date of publication
DOW = Date of withdrawal
FV = Formal Vote
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standards ‘should be 
considered as the applicable 
standards for building and civil 
engineering works constructed 
in the UK unless otherwise 

e fie  b  t e rele t t or t  
or  t e e fi t o  or  
particular project’.

Extended periods of coexistence are 
not common for standards and 
therefore the terminology used by CEN 
and National Standards Bodies to 
explain the status of standards do not 
account for such a possibility in an 
entirely intuitive manner. Thus, 
designers may encounter designations 
such as ‘current, under review’ or 
‘current, superseded’ being used for 
the status o  rst generation 

urocodes  hereas second
generation Eurocodes are typically 
given a status of ‘current’ only.

The important point here is that, until 
the end o  arch  both rst  and 
second generation urocodes ha e the 
status of ‘current’, albeit with the 
rst generation docu ents being gi en 

a special kind of ‘current’ status once 
the corresponding second generation 
Eurocode is published that indicates 
that they will be withdrawn in due 
course on a de ned date

he act that the second generation 
Eurocodes are also ‘current’ is 
recognised in the UK National 
Foreword. Although, as explained 
above, the UK National Foreword 
states that  generall  the rst
generation standards should be 
considered the applicable standards 
until the end of March 2028, the UK 
National Foreword further states 
that the use of provisions in the 
second generation urocodes in 
con unction ith rst generation 
Eurocodes ‘is not precluded’.

However, it is stated that the use of 
provisions in the second-
generation Eurocodes in 

o t o  t  fir t e er t o  
Eurocodes ‘should be undertaken 

t  re  o l  o l  be o e 
e  er  re t fie  t t t ll 

not result in a lower level of 
rel b l t  t  t e  le el 
et  t e fir t e er t o  

Eurocodes and associated UK 
National Annexes’.

Clearly, this statement places an 
obligation on designers to satisfy 
themselves of the appropriateness of 
using pro isions ro  the second
generation Eurocodes in conjunction 

ith the rst generation urocodes  t 
is hoped that authoritative industry 

provisions of the Eurocodes.
The UK intends to take advantage of 

this change, adding complementary 
information to National Annexes where 
it signi cantl  enhances useabilit  
Clearly, a proliferation of 
complementary information would not 
be helpful and so guidelines have been 
agreed on what can and cannot be 
included. Exclusions include general 
background information and 
interpretations of the meaning of 
Eurocode clauses.

Latest European 
e elo e t

Further details on European 
developments can be found on the 
Eurocodes: Building the future website 
(https://eurocodes.jrc.ec.europa.eu/).

Dr Steve Denton MA, PhD, FREng, 
FIStructE, FICE is Head of Civil 
Engineering, WSP UK; Chairman
CEN/TC 250 – Structural Eurocodes; 

ice resident  o al cade  o  
Engineering; and Visiting Professor, 
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tal  and echnical e ie er and e ber 
of Management Group, CEN/TC 250.

bodies will develop interim guidance to 
assist designers, and where relevant 
approval authorities, in navigating such 
decisions, especially in cases where 
the second generation urocodes 
cover matters that are not dealt with in 
the rst generation standards  eaning 
there could be particular bene ts in 
taking advantage of this new content.

e elo e t  
publication of UK National 
Annexes
National Annexes play a fundamental 
role in the national implementation of 
the Eurocodes: the Eurocodes set out 
explicitly where national choices are 
allowed; and the UK National Annexes 
contain the decisions on those national 
choices to be used for building and 
civil engineering works constructed in 
the UK.

The development of the National 
nnexes or the second generation 

Eurocodes falls under the responsibility 
o   o ittees  and  
Usually, the work has been delegated 
to specialist subcommittees.

Generally, preliminary work on the 
development of National Annexes 
commenced as soon as a stable 
European draft was available, typically 
a CEN Enquiry draft. Clearly, however, 
the ational nnex cannot be nalised 
until a ter a nal ersion o  a standard 
has been approved through a Formal 
ote  ne itabl  there ore  the 

publication of UK National Annexes will 
lag the publication of each BS EN 
Eurocode part.

ational nnexes or the second
generation Eurocodes will be greatly 
i pro ed o er their rst generation 
counterpart   and  ha e 
developed comprehensive guidelines 
for the development of National 
Annexes to improve ease of use and 
avoid some of the inconsistencies in 
st le e ident bet een rst generation 
UK National Annexes.

ne ease o use i pro e ent 
bet een rst generation and second
generation National Annexes concerns 
the inclusion of complementary 
in or ation  or the rst generation 
Eurocodes, National Annexes were 
strictly only allowed to include 
re erences to non contradictor  
co ple entar  in or ation  
published separately. This condition 
has been relaxed by CEN/TC 250 and 
complementary information can now 
be included in the second generation 
National Annexes themselves, provided 
it does not alter or contradict any 
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